
The Florida Society of Thoracic & Cardiovascular Surgeons 
1000 Riverside Avenue, Suite #220  •  Jacksonville, Florida 32204 

(904) 356-9300  •  Fax (904) 356-4118  •  fstcs@comcast.net   •   www.fstcs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President  

Scott H. Bronleewe, MD  
Tampa 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

William H. Johnson, III, MD 

Ormond Beach 
 

Immediate Past President 

Jeffrey N. Bott, MD 
Orlando 

 

Councilors 

Kevin D. Accola, MD 

Orlando 

 

Thomas M. Beaver, MD 

Gainesville 

 
Roger G. Carrillo, MD 

Miami Beach 

 
R. Duane Cook, MD 

Ocala 

 
Paul  L. DiGiorgi, MD 

Ft Myers 

 
Gregory J. England, MD 

Panama City Beach 

 

Brian W. Hummel, MD 

Ft  Myers 

 
Jeffrey P, Jacobs, MD 

St Petersburg 

 
Romualdo J. Segurola, Jr, MD 

Doral 

 
Hugh M. vanGelder, MD 

St Petersburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director 

Dawn R. Moerings 

 

Administrator 

Bridget H. Anderson 
 

FSTCS Legislative Update 

Week 3  
January 28, 2016 

Christopher L. Nuland, Esq. 
FSTCS General Counsel 

  
The third week of the Legislative Session is traditionally a “set-up” week, as legislators 
and lobbyists determine which issues will be actively pursued in the final six weeks and 
which issues will be deferred for another year. 
  
2016 is no different.  While the House Health and Human Services Committee voted to 
remove Open Heart CON, it did preserve the standards on which we have worked so 
hard.  In addition, CON advocates have indicated that the real fight on this issue will be in 
the Senate.  Meanwhile, several of its most important legislative priorities will be debated 
next week. 
  
Next Monday’s Senate Health Policy Committee will be the Super Bowl for Organized 
Medicine, as that committee will debate bills on Direct Primary Care, Managed Care 
reforms, and prohibitions on ER Balance Billing.  Later in the week, the Legislature will 
begin debating Appropriation issues that will affect not only Medicine, but each and every 
citizen.  We also will be at the Board of Medicine on Thursday and Friday, as the Board 
addresses several issues pertaining to the Office Surgery Rule. 
  
The Society will be there each and every step of the way, and we look forward to 
providing an update on what is sure to be an eventful week. 
 
CHRIS NULAND 
nulandlaw@aol.com 
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